
Sunday, 
April 15
 

Our Bones and Beau-
ty campaign involves 
restoring the Good 
Shepherd window in the 
sanctuary.
Before you leave today, 
take a minute to just look 
at the window, all it’s de-
tail and complexity, the
wonderful colors, and 
even more wonderful 
message.
 

Tuesday, 
April 17

Psalm 23:2
He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside 
still waters.

Notice that the verse says that 
He MAKES me lie down in green 
pastures. When was the last 
time you experienced a day or 
even a few hours of true Sab-
bath rest? The Good Shepherd 
knows that we need to take 
regular breaks from work and 
busyness – to lie down beside 
still waters.
Schedule a Sabbath Session 
sometime in the next week. This 
could be a few hours or a full 
day, but during that time please 
let yourself rest. Chill out, unplug 
from technology, be still, and 
enjoy the still waters.

Monday, 
April 16

Psalm 23:1
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, pro-
vides, protects, and cares for His 
sheep. And, of course, WE are 
said sheep! As we follow Jesus, 
we have everything that we 
need. Another way of saying this 
is, “I am content and satisfied 
with God’s management of my 
life.” Is that your reality today? 
Or are you experiencing anxiety, 
worry, and doubt?
Take a moment and “cast all 
your cares upon Jesus, for He 
cares for you” (I Peter 5:7). Re-
member, the Good Shepherd is 
with you and leading you, even if 
it doesn’t always feel like it.P
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Friday, 
April 20

Psalm 23:5
You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows.

What a vivid image of the Good 
Shepherd as a thoughtful, gen-
erous, and rather extravagant 
host to us.
He prepares the table (even 
in the midst of our enemies), 
pours oil of healing, esteem, 
and anointing on our heads, 
and if that’s not enough, He fills 
our cup not just full, but to over-
flowing! It would seem that 
after that kind of experience, 
our interactions with those 
enemies would be transformed.
Pray for one of the “enemies” 
who sits at your table. Ask God 
to pour oil of healing, esteem, 
and anointing into that individu-
al’s heart and life.

Thursday, 
April 19

Psalm 23:4
Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me.

If you’re in the valley today, re-
member that this too shall pass 
and the Good Shepherd is with 
you. If you’re on the mountain 
top, rest assured, the valley is 
coming! And no matter what 
situation or difficulty you’re 
facing, the Shepherd desires 
to comfort you with The Word 
(Rod) and the Holy Spirit
(Staff).
Take a moment and sing (or 
hum) one of your favorite 
hymns or praise songs – 
choose one that encourages 
you and reminds you of the 
Good Shepherd’s faithfulness 
to you.

Saturday, 
April 21

Psalm 23:6
Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.

Remember, beloved of God, we 
have hope in this life and for 
eternity!

Wednesday, 
April 18

Psalm 23:3
He restores my soul. He leads 
me in paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake.

The life of following Jesus is all 
about the journey, the process 
of becoming more and more 
like the Good Shepherd, devel-
oping a Christ-like character. 
Before we can proceed on the 
path of righteousness
(and justice), we often need to 
be restored, to be brought back 
around to vitality. A few of the 
things that cause us to need 
to be restored are: unresolved 
guilt, unrelieved grief, and 
unrepentant grudges.
Today, make Psalm 51:10-12 
your prayer: Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your 
presence, and do not take your 
Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit. Amen.
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